CONNECTICUT STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

February 17, 2015

Senator Timothy Larson, Co-Chair Public Safety & Security Committee
Representative Stephen Dargan, Co-Chair Public Safety & Security Committee
Senator Anthony Guglielmo, Ranking Member Public Safety & Security Committee
Representative Lezlye Zupkus, Ranking Member Public Safety & Security Committee

Members of the Public Safety & Security Committee,

Raised Senate Bill #3902 — AAC WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COVERAGE FOR POLICE
OFFICERS AND FIREFIGHTERS WITH POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER

My name is Ted Schroll, Legislative Representative for the Connecticut State Firefighters Association. Our
Association represents more than 26,000 paid and volunteer firefighters in Connecticut. | would like to
comment on the subject bill on the agenda for today’s public hearing.

The Connecticut State Firefighters Association would like to support the subject bill. We believe that it is
becoming more and more apparent that this issue is a reality. Recent events in the State of Connecticut ap-
pear to have brought this impairment right to our front doors. We would suggest that while some would
have some skepticism, we would believe that this legislation, which requires a diagnosis from licensed pro-
fessionals, would preclude any attempts at false claims. It has been mentioned that some symptoms do not
surface for several years after exposure to an incident. Proper documentation of such exposures would be
crucial.

We would ask that you pass this legislation to provide proper workers’ compensation coverage that reflects
on the issues that Connecticut’s firefighters face in their workplace.

Respectfully,

Ted Schroll Jr., Legislative Representative
Connecticut State Firefighters Association
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